
 

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA 

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

 

 

 

 

Saguaro National Park News Release 
 

For Immediate Release                            12-24 

March 21, 2012                                                                                                                                  
Contact:  Natalie Luna Rose at (520) 733-8602                                     
 
 

SAGUARO NATIONAL PARK ANNOUNCES DISCONTINUED USE 
OF DISPOSABLE PLASTIC BOTTLES AT ALL FACILITIES 

 
 

Tucson, AZ—Today, Saguaro National Park joined a growing number of parks and universities 
no longer using vending machines to sell disposable bottled water or soda on site. 
 
According to the EPA, over 1,125,000,000 pints of bottled water were sold in the United States 
in 2011.  The EPA estimates that less than 15% of those plastic water bottles are recycled; the 
rest go into landfills or are discarded as litter. 
 
Saguaro National Park has long been committed to recycling plastic and aluminum, saving 
61,500 pounds of recyclable waste from landfills in 2010 alone.  However, transporting 
disposable bottles to be recycled also costs money, time and gasoline. The park could eliminate 
up to 40% of what is currently recycled; about 15% of the park’s total waste stream.  Saguaro 
conducted a thorough analysis of the potential impacts of eliminating the sale of disposable 
bottled water and soda, and determined that the more sustainable solution is to provide new 
water bottle filling stations for visitors to refill their own reusable containers.  
 
“The use of disposable plastic bottles has significantly greater environmental impacts compared 
to the use of local tap water and re-fillable bottles”, said Superintendent Darla Sidles.  
“Implementing this action will help the park reduce its environmental footprint”. 
 
There are new water bottle filling stations located at each visitor center as well as the Rincon 
Mountain District bike ramada.  BPA free, reusable water bottles are available for purchase in 
either visitor center for as little as $1.99. 
 
“Considering water from the vending machine costs $1.25, $1.99 is a bargain”, states 
Superintendent Sidles.  “Besides, these reusable bottles are attractive and people can take 
them wherever they go next”. 
 
For more information, please go to our website, www.nps.gov/sagu. 
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